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The Legal Case that Ended School 
Segregation in Orange County: A 
Mendez Panel Discussion  
 
Fullerton College Campus Theater 
March 22, 2007 
12:00 p.m. 
 

 

The Friends of the Fullerton College Library are pleased to 
announce that Sylvia Mendez, Gonzalo Mendez, Jr., Jerome 
“Geronimo” Mendez, Mike Matsuda, and Judge Frederick P. 
Aguirre will participate in a panel discussion about how the 
California legal case Gonzalo Mendez, et al. vs. Westminster 
School District of Orange County, et al. forever changed their 
lives. On Thursday, March 22, 2007 at 12 noon in the Campus 
Theater, Adela Lopez, Fullerton College Ethnic Studies 
Department Coordinator and faculty member, will moderate this 
discussion to present the personal story behind the legal case 
which was initiated by the Mendez family in 1944. 

You may ask yourself, who is the Mendez family? The children 
of Gonzalo Mendez, a Mexican immigrant, and his wife Felicitas 
Mendez, a Puerto Rican, were born in Orange County. The three 
eldest children were nine, eight, and seven when they were  

 

turned away from the Westminster 
Grammar School due to the color 
of their skin and their last name. 
Mike Matsuda, North Orange 
County Community College Board 
of Trustee member and co-author 
of Mendez vs. Westminster: For 
All the Children – An American 
Civil Rights Victory, writes, “This 
profound story has impacted  
everyone of us, regardless of race, 
and truly gives meaning to the 
phrase-‘and justice for all’." Judge 
Frederick P. Aguirre adds, “My 
father and other Latino World War 
II veterans used the precedent set 
in the Mendez case to convince the 
Trustees of the Placentia School 
Board to end the practice of 
segregating Latino children in 
separate but inferior schools. Thus, 
I was able to attend an integrated 
public grammar school, receive a 
quality education and compete on 
an equal ground with all the 
students from my hometown." 

The Mendez family is finally 
beginning to be recognized for 
their contributions. In 2003, 
Representative Loretta Sanchez 
submitted House Concurrent 
Resolution 200, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary 
recognizing “Gonzalo and Felicitas 
Mendez, and those who actively 
supported their efforts, for ending 
segregation in schools in Orange 
County, California, and for setting 
the precedent for the historic 
Brown v. Board of Education case,  



(Mendez Panel Discussion cont.) 

which ended segregation in schools across the United States and 
declared the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ unconstitutional.” A 
U.S. postage stamp memorializing the case will be issued later 
this year.  

 
Online Research through the FC Library 

 
Looking for articles on a particular subject? The library 

provides the Friends with the opportunity to conduct online 
searches for newspaper, magazine, journal articles and much 
more. Authorized users have the convenience of being able to 
access these database resources on-campus or off-campus. 
Fullerton College students, staff and Friends can enter the 
periodical databases by clicking on the “Find Articles” button on 
the library’s website at:  

 
http://library.fullcoll.edu 

 
For off-campus access, please request the password sheet from 
the library Reference Desk. If you have any questions about the 
databases, you may contact the Reference Desk at (714) 992-
7061, ext. 25694. 
 
Starting this Spring 2007 semester, the library expanded its 
database offerings. The EBSCOhost databases now include: 
 
Academic Search Premier  
The world’s largest academic multi-disciplinary database, 
Academic Search Premier provides full text for nearly 4,500 
journals, including full text for more than 3,600 peer-reviewed 
titles.  
 
 

(Online Research cont.) 
 
MasterFILE Premier  
A multidisciplinary database that 
provides full text for more than 
1,730 general reference 
publications with full text 
information dating as far back as 
1975.  
 
Newspaper Source  
Newspaper Source provides 
selected full text for 25 national 
(U.S.) and international 
newspapers. The database also 
contains full text television & radio 
news transcripts, and selected full 
text for more than 260 regional 
(U.S.) newspapers.  
 
Psychology and Behavioral 
Sciences Collection  
This database provides nearly 575 
full text publications, including 
nearly 550 peer-reviewed titles. It 
covers topics such as emotional 
and behavioral characteristics, 
psychiatry & psychology, mental 
processes, and anthropology. 
 
Health Source - Consumer Edition  
A consumer health database 
providing information on many 
health topics including the medical 
sciences, food sciences and 
nutrition, childcare, sports 
medicine and general health.  
 
Health Source: Nursing/Academic 
Edition  
This database provides nearly 550 
scholarly full text journals focusing 
on many medical disciplines. 
Health Source: Nursing/Academic 
Edition also features abstracts and 
indexing for nearly 850 journals. 
 
 
 
 



(Online Research cont.) 
 
Alt HealthWatch  
This alternative health database provides coverage across the full 
spectrum of subject areas covered by complementary and 
alternative medicine dating back to 1990. 
 
MEDLINE  
MEDLINE provides authoritative medical information on 
medicine, nursing, dentistry, veterinary medicine, the health care 
system, pre-clinical sciences, and much more.  
 
Clinical Pharmacology  
Clinical Pharmacology provides access to up-to-date, concise 
drug monographs for all U.S. prescription drugs, hard-to-find 
herbal and nutritional supplements, over-the-counter products 
and new and investigational drugs. 
 
Business Source Premier  
Business Source Premier is the industry’s most used business 
research database, providing full text for more than 2,300 
journals, including full text for more than 1,100 peer-reviewed 
titles.  
 
Regional Business News  
Regional Business News incorporates coverage of 75 business 
journals, newspapers and newswires from all metropolitan and 
rural areas within the United States. This database is updated on 
a daily basis. 
 
Religion and Philosophy Collection  
Religion & Philosophy Collection offers more than 300 full text 
journals, including more than 250 peer-reviewed titles. 
 
Professional Development Collection  
Designed for professional educators, this database provides a 
highly specialized collection of 520 high quality education 
journals, including nearly 350 peer-reviewed titles. 
 
ERIC  
ERIC, the Educational Resource Information Center, contains 
more than 2,200 digests along with references for additional 
information and citations and abstracts from over 1,000 
educational and education-related journals. 
 
Vocational and Career Collection  
Vocational & Career Collection is designed for vocational and 
technical libraries servicing high schools, community colleges, 
trade institutions and the general public. This collection provides  
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full text coverage for more than 
350 trade and industry-related 
periodicals.  
 
Military & Government Collection  
The Military & Government 
Collection provides cover-to-cover 
full text for nearly 300 journals and 
periodicals and indexing and 
abstracts for nearly 400 titles. 
 
Library, Information Science & 
Technology Abstracts  
Library, Information Science & 
Technology Abstract (LISTA) 
indexes more than 600 periodicals, 
plus books, research reports and 
proceedings. 
 

Silent Auction  
 
 
As in past years, the Friends of the 
Fullerton College Library will 
continue to present the Silent 
Auction with two new displays of 
books every month.  The display 
case is located to your right when 
you enter the library. During the 
past year, the auction case has 
featured plays by Shakespeare, a 
World Atlas, a World Book 
Encyclopedia, and miscellaneous 
books on music, art, literature and 
poetry.  Bids for these treasures 
have run from $3.50 to over 
$100.00.  You can place your bids 
on the cards posted next to the 
display case.  Most of the money 
from the Silent Auction is used to 
help finance programs in the 
library and to purchase library 
material not covered in the normal 
library budget.  The Silent Auction 
is one of the Friends most 
successful sources of income.  
Your support both in item 
donations and  
 



(Silent Auction cont.) 
 
purchases will continue to make the Silent Auction a success.  
Remember that the items offered in the Silent Auction are 
changed semi-monthly so continue to check the display case for 
new selections.   

Friends Bookstore 
 

The Friends Bookstore is located on 
your right down the corridor before you 
enter the library lobby.  The store is 
open every Tuesday and Thursday from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.   The bookstore 
carries fiction and non-fiction books 
covering topics such as art, computer 
science, history and health.  You can 
even find titles in Spanish, French and 
German.  You might want to peruse the selection of movies on 
VHS and DVDs.  The hardback books and videos are $1.00; 
paperbacks and periodicals are 25¢.  The materials in the 
bookstore come from generous donations from the college 
instructors and the public as well as books weeded from the 
library collection.  The bookstore is another way that the Friends 
help to finance library projects.  Next time that you visit the 
library, take a few minutes to visit the bookstore.  

 
Membership Dues Due 

 
Please check the date on your mailing label for the status of your 
dues. Your contribution is appreciated. 
 
 

 
 

New Dean of Library and 
Learning Resources 

 
After serving as Interim Dean of 
Library and Learning Resources, 
Jackie Boll underwent a highly 
competitive selection and interview 
process to obtain the position of  
Dean of Library and Learning 
Resources.  Jackie says, "The 
Library/Learning Resource Center 
has always been user-friendly. I 
look forward to improving and 
expanding our services bringing 
forth a new energy and excitement 
to this beautiful campus resource." 

 
Step Up! 

 
We are always seeking members 
who want to be more involved. 
Would you like to serve on the 
board? Help with events? 
Volunteer in our bookstore? If you 
are interested in any of these 
activities, or have some fresh ideas 
for the Friends, please contact our 
president, John Simon, at 714-533-
4320 or jsimon2317@aol.com. 
 

 

 
 
Please Join Your Friends! 
 
Your Name_______________________________ Student $5.00_______Individual $10.00______ 
 
Address__________________________________ Family $20.00_______Supporter $30.00______ 
 
City___________________State______Zip______ Affiliate $40.00_______Business $50.00______ 
 
Phone______________Email_________________ Benefactor $100.00 ______ Life $500.00______ 
 
As part of the North Orange County Community College District, Fullerton College is a tax exempt governmental 

unit. Donations are tax-deductible. Please consult your tax advisor for more information. 
 

Mail to: Friends of the Fullerton College Library – 321 East Chapman Ave. – Fullerton, CA 92832 


