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How do I cite sources in APA format? 
 

The citation rules provided here are from: 
American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American  

Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington DC: American Psychological 
Association. 
 

Library call number: BF76.7 .P83 2001 
 

Electronic publications 
 

Work from an online database (provided by library or 
subscription service) (4.16.88) 
 
Author’s Last name, First initial, Middle initial. (Date of article). Title of  

article. Journal title, volume(issue), article page range. Date retrieved, from 
<name of database>. 

 
Examples: 
 
CQ Researcher 
Tanner, J. (2001). Affordable housing: Is there a serious shortage? CQ Researcher, 11(5),  

89-112. Retrieved September 14, 2005, from CQ Researcher database. 
 
EBSCOHost 
Lanken, D. (1996). When the earth moves. Canadian Geographic, 116(2), 66-75.  

Retrieved September 14, 2005, from MasterFILE Premier database. 
 
National Newspaper 
Altschuler, G. C. (2000, November 12). Learning how to learn. New York Times.  

Retrieved September 14, 2005, from National Newspaper database. 
 
 
 

Basic entry for document from Internet site (4.16.72) 
 
Author’s Last name, First initial, Middle initial. (Date). Title of work or article. Date  

website was retrieved, from <website URL> 
 
Examples: 
American Library Association 
American Library Association. (2005). DCMA: The Digital Millennium Copyright Act.  

Retrieved September 14, 2005, from http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/WOissues/ 
copyrightb/dmca/Default2515.htm 

 
Britannica Online 
Schnauzer. (2005). Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved September 14, 2005, from  

Encyclopedia Britannica Online, http://search.eb.com/eb/article-9066176  
 



 
 

Print Resources 
 

Books (4.16.B) 
Author’s Last name, First initial, Middle initial. (Date). Title of book, Location of  

publisher: Name of publisher. 
 
Example: 
Burkhardt, J. M. (2003). Teaching information literacy: 35 practical, standards-based  

exercises for college students. Chicago: American Library Association. 
 
 
 
Work in an anthology 
Author’s Last name, First initial, Middle initial. (Date). Title of article. In (editor’s First  

and Middle initials, Last name), Title of Anthology (pages). Location of publisher: 
Name of publisher. 

 
Example: 
Opposing Viewpoints 
Fromm, E. (1999). Human nature is shaped by society. In E. Fromm, (Ed.), Human  

nature: Opposing viewpoints (pp. 18-23). San Diego: Greenhaven. 
 
 
 
Brochures 
Name of corporation, agency or school. (Date). Title of brochure (edition if available)  

[Brochure]. Author’s name: Author (if available). 
 
Example: 
University of South Carolina, School of Library and Information Science. (2005). An 

investment that pays: Economic impact of S.C. public libraries [Brochure].  
 

 
 

Additional APA information can be found online at: 
 

Community College of Denver’s Online APA Handout: 
http://owl.ccd.edu/writ_resources/handouts/APA_Exp.html#Anc_3 

 
Diane Hacker’s Research and Documentation Online: 

http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/social_sciences/listref.html 
 

Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/apa/faq.html 
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